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¥ Beptember 1948

MEMORANDUM T0: Bxecutive Director, Commititee on Geogresphicel
Expleration, ROB

SUBJECT: CIA Interest in Coastal Oeography

REFERINCE: Mesorendum from the Executive Iirector, Committes on
Geographioal Exploration, RDB, dated 10 March 1948,

l. 7The Central Intelligenoe Agency recognises the importence of
devsloping techniques for obtaining suitable informstion and preparing
adequats maps of cosstal zone areas to meet present and Tuture require-
ments of the Armed Forces. It is not, howevar, presently engaged in
any systemmatic studies of coestal sones nor are any studles of this
charsster being plenned.

2e The staff of the Mep Branch, CIA, has prepmréd:a report on
Mar-Geo, the former Marine Arbeltsgemeinschaft, Ambszruppe Nautik, of
the Oberkonmandoe der Krlegamarine., This report was issued in Septem-
ver, 1947, Ly the Depariment of State as OIR No. 8704, It desoribed
the organiszation and the teechniques used by this vnit of the German
Navy and evaluated the work that was sccomplished under its direction,
The source materials used in the preparation of this report are on
file in the ¥ap Branch, CIA.

3. Becuuse of its responsibility for the over-all eccordinatiom
of the National Intelligence Surveys program, the CIL has particular
interest in any developments which will assist in providing the most
sffective treatment of baslo intelligence pertaining to ocoasts and
landing beaches for areas to be treated in this program,
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